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Abstract

The KMT-led authoritarian state ruled Taiwan since 1949. To consolidate its
ruling, the state planted widespread regime of surveillance of neutralize the potential
threat posed by dissidents. This report, using the documents transferred from
intelligence agencies including National Security Bureau (NSB), Ministry of Justice
Investigation Bureau (MJIB) and Taiwan Garrison Command (TGC) along with
interviews with informants and the watched, aims to describe how the regime of
surveillance worked. We will depict in details how and why the state intelligence
agency selected, trained, planted and cooperate with informants in order to monitor
and control politically problematic individuals or groups. The renowned rebellious
religion in Taiwan, Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT), is utilized as the case for
illustration.

Our analyses display that, the PCT has been a difficult question for the KMT
state. This historical, locally rooted, and internationally well-connected mainline
church was nearly impossible for the KMT state to suppress directly, due to the key
supportive forces of the liberal camp in Cold War espousing religious freedom and
sympathizing with Christianity. It is hardly incorporated by the Party-state since the
native concerns and religious ideology. As a result, the state adopted the intelligence
agencies for information collecting, not for eliminating the group, but for sneaking
into it and reforming the group. However, this task of being in and formation faced a
lot of obstacles. The state-religion relationship revealed in the documents is two-way
interaction mixing tacit negotiation with conflicts, rather than one-way dominance
over resistance. The informants also are found to show the character of duality and
ambiguity: he or she is both an employee for the state and servant of God. The
information reporting means for the informant the service for the country and the
church as well. In the case of the state monitoring the PCT, we see the constraints of

an authoritarian state and agency of religion in specific historical-social contexts.

Keywords: Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, monitoring, transitional justice,

collaborator, authoritarian state
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