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Thank you, MC12 Chair and Madam DG Dr. Ngozi for the floor,
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The Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and
Matsu is of the view the challenges that the WTO is facing are

multiple:
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1. The current war initiated by Russia against Ukraine shows that
the WTO needs to be more capable of saving lives and
livelihood by preventing humanitarian catastrophes from

happening and by maintaining food supply chains.
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2. The COVID-19 pandemic reminds us that we are not
sufficiently quick enough to respond to this pandemic. We
need to identify the lesson we learn from this time to prepare

ourselves for any future pandemic of similar nature.
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3. The WTO’s negotiation function needs to be revived to ensure



that the WTO is relevant to the overall changes of technologies,
environment, and economic situations. Allowing plurilateral
approach to address some of such issues is of high importance

and urgency.
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4. Many mega FTAs and economic cooperation are rapidly
emerging. One of the examples is the CPTPP, which we
applied to join. For many WTO Members, mega FTAs become
their focus of efforts mainly because of the slowness of
updating WTO rule-book and the WTO being not able to

address their concern. We must address this issue.
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5. We are a strong supporter of the rule-based multilateral
trading system. During the pandemic, we still insist our trade
to be conducted fully based on WTO rules. We urge some
Members which impose import bans to our fruits, fish, and
other products to lift their restrictive measures. The
multilateral system, including its dispute settlement system,
needs reform to address unnecessary restrictions. After MC12,

Members need to start discussing the reform without delay.
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6. Lastly, let me thank Dr. Ngozi for your leadership. My
expectation from the Secretariat is that they will not only
provide professional supports to Members, but also handle

things in a fair and unbiased manner on sensitive issues.
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Chair, as a trade minister, let me assure you that my delegation

will work constructively with Members to address whatever

challenges that the WTO is encountering.
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Thank you!
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