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Inclusivity: A key factor in a climate agreement

By Wei Kuorjen R
Thu, D 10, 015 - P’

A westem philosopher once refemed fo “a bind man in a dark room looking for a biack
cat that s not there.” It is @ comment on the metaphysical dilemmain which academics
have exhausted big efforts on the dialecfical wording for the non-existence of beng.

On the contrary, Tawan, as an exsting political enfity, has
Greenhouse Gas Reducfion and Management Ad (£ %
its Intended Nationally Defermined Confribufions (INDC|
mation iniends 1 take under a new global climats change agreaﬂ'em H wever, it sl
cannet officially parficipate in the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris with 195 ofher
parfies

ssed the progressive
i), and outiined

As for the ranking of carbon dioxide emitting nations, Taiwan was not onginally shown on
the world map. However, since the 19705, the naion’s economic transition,
indusiriafization, rise in exports and GOP growth have made Taiwan one of he four
Asian Tigers and one of the world's major industrial factories.

A aresult, Taiwan has imporied mare coal and oil, and carbon diovide emissions have
increased annually by 6 fo & percent. Wiih the increased pollution, the sky over Taiwan
ias also grown dusky. Ahough smal, Taiwan is a major emifer in the gyes of the
Intemational Ei gency (IEA). However, in the eyes of the word, the nafion 5
always seen b mce or not seen at all.

The stuafion has changed since 2008 Taiwan's overall emissions have more or less
leveled off over the past seven years despite an increas2 in GDP. The intensity of
Taiwan's carbon dioride emissions has fallen from 0.023ka per New Taiwan (NT) dolar
in 2002 fo 0.017kg per NT dollar in 2013 — a decrease of about 25 percent over fhe past
12 years — mainly as 2 resull of an improvement in energy efficency, ndustrial
fransformation and energy conservation, and carbon emissions reduction efforts. This
fransition pathway could be a remarkabie demonstraion for many developing counnes.

If Taiwan were a member of the UN Climate Change Conference, it would appeal some
points at the meefings:

+ First, pay attention o the effects of global wamming and sea-level rise on island
counries in the Pacific, indian and Caribbean oceans.

v 12H10H

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2015/12/10/2003634437
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« Second, reat “historical responsibiity” and “future responsibility” of greenhouse gas
emissions equall.

« Third, estabiish a fair, third-party verfication piatform 10 audit countries' greenhouse
eitio allocaton of nd
establish a credible basis for 2 carbon market

+ Fourth, improve functions of itemational collaborason piatforms on technology,
finance, and faw, in order to compleie a ransiion from a “carbon economy” 10.2 ‘green
economy.

Since 1992, the UN Framework Convention on Cimate Change (UNFCCC) has
embodied the “common, but diflerentiated responsibiities” as the UN's emissions.
mibigation commitment.

However, this concept has not resuited i a satisfed realizafion. Greenhouse gas
emissions are sl running out of control

Itis our proposal that in the upcoming “Pars Agreement,” an ‘inclusive” component
needs be added 1o the “common, but differentiated responsibilities;” rephrasing the:
‘concept as “common, but differentiated, and inclusive responsibiities.™

“The UN shouldinclude, wih the uimost generosdy, alpolical entes thatare wiling
andior capable of contrbuting 1 carbon emissions reduction under the UNFCCC. I tum,
our naton, peopie and cites would be reated mare equaly  dedicating their efort and
financialcapaciy for human sustanabilty.

Wei Kuo-yen is the Environmental Profection Administradon minister.

Published on Taipei Times :
hep

Copyright & 1998-2015 The Taipei Times. Al ights reserved.

Inclusivity: A Key Component in Climate Agreement
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Environmental Protection Administration
Executive Yuan, R.O.C, (Taiwan)
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’/')’ GLOBAL ACTION

FOR PEOPLE AND PLANET

“2015 can and must be the time for global action” .
Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations

AN
3 1 Environmental Protection Administration
Executive Yuan, R.O.C. (Taiwan)



